LEWES

witness to her virtues, is to be seen in the Church of St. John,
Southover,

In 1264 the Priory was the scene of warlike activity, for
Henry III made it his headquarters in the war with the barons
who had revolted against his misgovernment Simon de
Montfort, who had encamped at Fletching, marched from there
to Lewes on I4th May. The rival forces, all mounted except
for the London citizen band, met on the slopes of the downs
below Mount Harry and in spite of the valour of the young
Prince Edward the royal troops were put to flight, the King
being captured. The fight spread to the town where the King's
brother, Richard, King of the Romans, was captured in a
windmill on the site of the present Church of St. Anne, The
Castle held out, though its Lord had fled from the field of
battle to France, but the barons, with the King in their hands,
were able to force him to agree to the * Mise of Lewes ', This
was actually sealed in the Priory and was negotiated by two
monks of St. Pancras on behalf of the King and two Grey
Friars for the barons, The sequel to this was the famous
Parliament of January 1265, to which, for the first time, two
knights from each shire and two burgesses from each borough
were summoned*

The end of the Priory came in 1537 when, on the Dissolu-
tion of the Monasteries, it was surrendered to Thomas
Cromwell, who determined on its thorough destruction, For
this purpose he engaged an Italian engineer who seems,
from the sad rains that remain, to have done his work very
successfully. The Prior's house alone was left, but that too
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